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INTRODUCTION 


r IE major part of the present-day Uitar Pradesh was formerly known as Madhifa De^, 
In anctent India it occupied a very important position, being regarded as the land 
par exaellence. The early development of Buddhism took place in the soil of Madhya Deja. 

The north-eastern portion of Uttar Pradesh was, in the past, called KoSata Ja^iapada 
(kingdom). The small territory of the Sakyas of Kapilavastu was included in Kosala. 
Gautama, the Buddha, was born at Lumbitii near Kapilavastu. After his Enlightenment 
at Bodhgaya, Buddha spent almost his whole life in Madhya DeSn, 

The First Sermons were preached by Buddha at Sarnath near Banaras (ancient 
Varanasi). From here started his new DhamTtio, which has been called Dhnmnia Chafcfro 
PoWwrtawMi (Revolving of the • Wheel of Law*). It was here at Sarnath that Buddha lay 
the foundations of his Samgha. Gradually this place grew into a great Buddhist centre in 
India. From the time of Asoka right up to 1200 A.D. several Buddhist Sfiipfl, Chaiiyaa, 
yihnraj? and temples were built at Sarnath- The credit of carving some exquisitely fine images 
of Buddha goes to Sarnath. In the 7th century A,D. when the Chinese pilgrim Hiuen-Tsang 
visited Sarnath he found here 30 monasteries, in which were living I.SOO monks. 

Besides Lumbini and Sarnath, the third Buddhist centre, Sravasti, was also in 
Madhya De^ia. This place is now called Sahet-Mahet in the Conda-Bahraich districts of 
Uttar Pradesh. Buddha spent no less than 25 rainy seasons in the famous Jetavana 
monastery of Sravasti. He preached here a number of Sutraa and most of the Jdtaka 
stories were recited here. Jetavana was the residence of several thousands of monks. 
Buddha himself lived in the GniuHuifcuri of this Viftdni, Besides Jetavana, there were 
several other Viharas in Sravasti, like PUrvArdma and MaUikdramfi VihSra. The four 
big stupas built in honour of Sariputtra, Maudgalayana, Mahakasyapa and Anand were 
also located in Sravasti. 

The fourth chief Buddhist centre in U.P, is Sankasya or Sankassa (modem Sankissa 
in district Farrukhabad), According to the Buddhist tradition, Buddha descended here from 
the Trayastrtmia Heaven, where he had gone to preach hts mother. 

The fifth centre of great importance in U*P. is Kusinagar (modem Kasia in Deoria 
district). It was here that Buddha attained his wahflpcrinjrr^nc (great demise). In the 
parimri'&m temple at Kasia is preserved the 20 feel long image of Buddha lying on death-bed. 
Tt is. no doubt, a wonderful piece of art. The remains of some ancient St ftpos 

and Vihdrfls can still be seen at Kasia. 





Apari rrom the five above-mentioned Chief Buddhist Centres, there arc two more 
places in U,P., one Mathura and the other Kausaimbi. As a centre of Buddhist art 
Mathura occupies a unique position. The sculptors of Mathura were the first to conceive the 
idea of preparing Buddha’s image in the anthropomorphic form. The statues of Buddha 
and Bodhisailva carved by the artists of Mathura early in the Kushana period were sent to 
distant places. Hundreds of Buddhist sculptures of high artistic value, belonging to the 
Kushana and Gupta periods, have been obtained at Mathura. Till the time of Hiuen-Tsang s 
visit in the Tlh'cenlury A,D- a number of Stupas and mfiraa were in existence at Mathura. 
This pilgrim has referred to 20 Buddhist monasteries at Mathura in which were living 2,000 
monks. The great preacher Upagupta had his residence at Mathura, 

Kausarabi has been identified with Kosam. a village in the Allahabad district of 
prom the lime of Buddha up to about CtOO A.D. Boddhism blossomed here. During 
Buddha's life-time three hig monasteries were established here. Their names were 
GhosJti(6ratna, KuktiuldrUma and PdedriAM .AwitmvciHi. Recently while digging one of 
the mounds at Kausambi remains of the first mentioned monastery have come to light. 
Several Buddha and Bodhisailva images have also been unearthed here, some of them 
exhibiting high workmanship. 

Whatever fragments of Buddhist sculpture and architecture are now extant at the 
above mentioned seven centres and other places of Uttar Pradesh they undoubtedly show 
that these fine-arts developed in this area for a pretty long time. Some statues of Buddha 
from Siimaih and Mathura assigned to the Gupta period, arc superb pieces of sculpture and 
represent the best in Indian art. The artists have not only successfully portrayed the 
bodily form but have depicted the spiritual elegance, serenity and compassion, of 
which the Buddha was an embodiment. From the time of Asoka to the 12th century 
A. D. numerous Buddhist inonumcnts were constructed at Sarnalh, Ku.sinagar, Smvasii, 
Mathura, Kausambi and other places. Remains ot some of these structures have been 
round, which throw some light on the architect are of dilferent periods. 

A large number of inscriptions were engraved by Asoka at various places in India. 
A rock bearing fourteen Edicts of Asoka is still preserved at Kalsi, in Dehradun district 
of Uttar Pradesh. Pillar-Edicts of Asoka have been found at Meerut, Samath, Kausambi, 
Allahabad, Luniblni etc. These inscriptions of Asoka are very valuable for the study 
of the religious and social conditions of the Maurya period. 

The conlribuiioti of Uttar Pradesh towards creation of original Buddhist literature 
has not been insignificant. The literature, in its various forms, grew up at 
Sravasti. Kusirngar and Mathura at difTcrenl periods. The Sfli-udstiutWin Branch of the 
Buddhists found in Uttar Pradesh a congenial atmosphere for its growth. Gradually 
ihcMahayana school also had its strong hold at several places in U.P. These two mam 
Buddhist schools grew up here side by side producing enormous literature of great value. 

We thus find that the Buddhist religion, philosophy, art and literature had an 
unhampered growth its Uttar Pradesh for a long time. U was in this fertile land of 


Uttar Pradesh that the plant of Buddhism gradually assumed the fom of a gigantic 
tree Buddhist missionaries from this land not only confined their activitiH India 
but also went outside India where they spread the light of as revealed by Tathagata, 


The present Album contains illustrations from the chief Buddhist sites in U.P. 
includtug the best sculptures. These illusiralions will give an idea of the contribution of 
Uttar Pradesh to the development of Buddhism. 


B. S. SINGH 

j7/rrrfaf p/ Inlormtiliftn. 
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H;F>[iiiiipui : 'I'cmirotta rt^urir of HodJiisaiiva 
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Ktalilhu un hi.s ^k-iith-bcd 
Kii.shxiiiii |>cri(xl 

{Viunhfj irmpk, Mitthura} 
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rn!u:rili(-d ^iab refcirmg lo Ghoshiiar^ma 
Monastery of Kiuii^^inbi 
(Kaustimbi wUon, Aitah^hfid University) 
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Two Kiiilinj' pillars from Mdtluiri^ showing 
sfxjrtive tlHinsels, K us liana priod 

{Indian Museum, Calcutta) 
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*rf»T Ti^r; iTiTiT—fd tN^ Sfrlt 

(’■rz/q ^?r?;TsnT, f^g^) 

Pi'iiixt Jittajjcol Itiiililha witli a (kconiiit'c lialo. 

M;Ul)iji'ii ^lylv 
'J'iiiiL'- 5 ih t'untury A.D. 

(^SnUfUial Atuseum, A'r^c tiHbi'f 
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JUulillLu ihv llnlightL'iicd one. 

J)oii;itecl liy V^i^idiiiii:i 
■J line—3tii fctnuiy A.D. 
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ICx^ltEi^iicty iiirvcd jin^i^c ci( Hiidilh^i \tiiiL'ci in 

lliv Aitiliidc nf Revrilviiig ilic *^VIl^,■^^l nf Uiiv" 
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in the time qJ Kumaraguptu J (41^455 AJX) 
From Mttiiliuv'ar (Dist, Alhihaliad) 

{Lurhttow AfrtjruA^ 







» 















irsnfr; 

{’Tsnfnr sr^^n^;) 


Image of IfiKklfKi fioni bajutpur, Di, Kaiijnir. 
Gupia period 

(Siolr Mu^rumj. l^ucknfiw) 





i 

I 


h 


1 , 

I 


,1 

Ij 


i 


i 





















^Nvt i=T«rr ^ +Hkn* 
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Hiitldim^) huad showing curly huir und 
hull clos^ eyes. From Chaniiiiida Mound 
(Mathura) Giipia period 

{Mnthur/t Mmeum) 
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Mathura t fliipta jJeritHl 
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P»niiirv^na s Gupu% fx?i kkI 
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Hc:k 1 ul Binklha, From BhLta. Di-ti* AIbhak:ii:l 
Cpujjui |M:riEMl 
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Ml'^iL n| lhtiklh:i h'i>m Kaus;tmbi (Diu. 

Alliihrib.iil). Knriy AELclitviil |>c:rifxl 

{AUaltahmi Mustrum) 
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]ife« Friuli Aluthchhntra (Dist. Hiireilly). 
^hltl1lln! f^rhfMil r>[ Art 
J line—Ji'd ct'iitury A-l>. 
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Mule TorMi from die sue of ChcMhiuniiii;i 
Monester)', kuiisuinbi. Late GiijiLi j>erimL 
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JkHlhisattv^j P^dni3|iani from Samuth 
Gupia pcriDd 

(Fndian Museurtt, Culciitia) 
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LoLiim^ih ±tiaitdiii^ on lotio 
l^itc: Giiput pmixl 

(Smnjiik Mtis^tfm) 
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Sinih^ii^da Avalokitc^ihvarii. From Malirdu 
Time-11 ill century A.D. 

(Ln€knaw iMmeum) 
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^l|lklllj^| GutUk'^i 'f'ara lioiiiiiig siaEkcd kiuis 
[^iit! Malkval jjci'iod 
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{Stair Mtistnm, Larisfww) 
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Kasia (KkJ?»inu^ai) 
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(IT^ ?TgST?w) 

Hiic!ifhii Jii |M.>n;tiici' :iiul Nflirji vi'tih hiij I'uliimt^ 
Httiukiiif; him. Br<iii/c, I4lh century 

iiMatliufa Musfiim) 
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INTRODUCTION 


'THE major part of the present-day Uttar Pradesh was formerly known as Madht;^ D£§a. 

^ Irt ancient India it occupied a very important position, being regarded as the land 
per excellence. The early development of Buddhism took place in the soil of ^fadhyc DeM. 

The north-eastern portion of Uttar Pradesh was, in the past, called Koialii Jnnapada 
(kingdomlv The small territory of the Sakyas of Kapilavastu was included in Kosala. 
Gautama, the Buddha, was born at Lumbini near Kapilavasiu, After his Enlightenment 
at Bodhgaya, Buddha spent almost his whole life in Madhyo De^. 

The First Sermons were preached by Buddha at Samath near Banaras (ancient 
Varanasi), From here started his new Dhamma, which has been called JD/inmwia Vhakko 
Pabimttama (Revolving of the 'Wheel of Law'), li was here at Sarnath that Buddha lay 
the foundations of his Smn{fha. Gradually this place grew into a great Buddhist centre in 
India, From the time of Asoka right up to 1200 several Buddhist StJJpa. 

and temples were built at Samath. The credit of carving $oinc exquisitely fine images 
of Buddha goes to Sarnath, [n the 7th century A,D, when the Chinese pilgrim Hmen-Tsang 
visited Sarnath he found here 30 monasteries, in which were Hviiig 1,500 monks. 

Besides Lumbini and Samath, the third Buddhist centre, Sravasti. was also in 
Madh^/a Dcia. This place is now called Sahet-Mahet rn the Gonda-Bahraich districts of 
Uttar Pradesh* Buddha spent no less than 25 rainy seasons in the famous Jetavana 
monastery of Sravasti. He preached here a number of Sutras and most of the JMaka 
stories were recited here. Jetavana was the residence of several thousands of monks. 
Buddha himself lived in the Gandhakuti of this Besides Jetavana, there were 

several other Viharas in Sravasti, like Pdrt’ardma and Vihdra. The four 

big built in honour of Sariputim, Maudgalayana, Mahakasyapa and Anand were 

also located in Sravasti* 

The fourth chief Buddhist centre in U,P, is Sankasya or Sankassa (modem Sankissa 
in district Farrukhabad), According to the Buddhist tradition, Buddha descended here from 
the Trouastri7Hia Heaven, where he had gone to preach his mother. 

The fifth centre of great importance in U.P, is Kusinagar (modern Kasie in Deoria 
district}, Tl was here that Buddha attained his (great demise). In the 

porinin^'dTin temple at ICasia is preserved the 20 feet long image of Buddha lying on death-bed. 
It is, no doubt, a wonderful piece of art. The rerna ins of some ancient 5 ?(u|hijs 

and Vikdras can still be seen at Kasia. 


Apart froTTi the five above-mcnitoned Chief Buddhist Centres^ there arc two more 
places in U.P., one Mathura and the other Kausambi. As a centre of Buddhist art 
Mathura occupies a unique position. The sculptors of Mathura were the first to conceive the 
idea ofprcparini lluddha*s image in the anEhropomorphic form. The statues of Buddha 
and Bodhisjittva canned by ihe artists of Mathura early in the Knshana period were sent to 
distant places. Hundreds of Buddhist sculptures of high artistic value, belonging to the 
Kushana and Gupta periods, have been obtained at Mathura. Till the time of Hiuen-Tsang’s 
visit in the 7th century A.D, a number of stuptis and Vihams were in cjtistence at Mathura. 
This pilgrim has referred to 20 Buddhist monasteries at Mathura in which were living 2,000 
monks. The preacher Upagupta had his residence at Mathura, 

Kausambi has been identified with Kosam, a village in the Allahabad district of 
U.P, From the time of Buddha up to about 600 A.D. Buddhism blossomed here. During 
Buddha*$ life-time three big monasteries vifcre established here. Their names were 
Kukkutdr^ma and f'aLtfnAu ..^nifeni-anci. Recently while digging one of 
the mounds at Kausambi remains of the first mentioned monastery have come to light. 
Several Buddha and Bodhisattva images have also been unearthed here, some of them 
exhibiting high workmanship. 

Whatever fnigments of Buddhist sculpture and architecture are now extant at the 
above mentioned seven centres and other places of Uttar Pradesh they undoubtedly show 
that these fine-arts developed in this area for a pretty long lime. Some statues of Buddha 
from Samath and Mathura assigned to the Gupta period, are superb pieces of sculpture and 
represent the best in Indian an. The artists have not only successfully portrayed the 
bodily form but have depicted the spiritual elegance, serenity and com passion, of 
which the Buddha was an embodiment. From the time of Asokn to the 12th century 
A. D, numerous Buddhist monuments were constructed at Sarnaih. Kusinagar, Sravasth 
Mathura. Kausambi and other places. Remains of some of these structures have been 
found, which throw some light on the architecture of different periods. 

A large number of inscriptions were engraved by Asoka at various places in Jtidia. 
A rock bearing fourteen Edicts of Asoka is still preserved at Knlsi, in Pehradun district 
of Uttar Pradesh. Pillar-Ed ids of A soles have been found at Meerut, Sarnath, Kausambi, 
Allahabad. Lumbini etc These inscriplions of Asoka arc very valuable for the study 
of the religious and social conditions of the Maurya period. 

The eontiihution of Uttar Pradc-^h towards creation of original Buddhist literature 
has not been insignificant. The literature, in its various forms, grew up at places like 
Sravasti, Kusinagar and Mathura at different periods. The ^iarv&sUvMin Branch of the 
Buddhisis found in Uttar Pradesh a congenial atmosphere for ks growth, GraduaJly 
the Mahayana school also had its strong hold at several places in U.F, These two main 
Buddhist schools grew up here side by side producing enormous literature of great value. 

Wc thus find that the Buddhist religion, philosophy, art and literature had an 
unhampered growth in Uttar Pradesh for along time. It was in this fenile land of 


Uttar Pradesh thai tbc plant of Buddhism gradually assumed the form of a gigBTttic 
ime. Buddhist missionarks from this land not only contined iheir activities to India 
but also went outside India where they spread the light of -Dhamma\ as revealed by Tathagata. 

The present Album contains illustrations from the chief Buddhist sites in U.R 
inctiidiug the best sculptures. These illustrations will give an idea of the contribuiion of 
Uttar Pradesh to the development of Buddhism. 
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